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(54) INTERRUPTION/STORAGE METHOD FOR FUEL CELL 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent corrosion of a separator during 
storage of the fuel cell after power interruption, by 
controlling the potential of a separator to be kept at a 
specified level during power generation interruption of 
the fuel cell. 

CONSTITUTION: A stack 14 constituting a cell body 
forms a closed circuit together with an external load 16 
via an output terminal 15 at the time of power 
generation. During storage resulting from power 
generation interruption, a voltage is applied from an 
external power source 17 via the terminal 15. A d.c. 
power source is suitable as this power source 1 7 and 
each separator incorporated into the stack 14 is kept at 
a desired potential. Accordingly, the separator can be 
held by the power source 1 7 at a potential making its 
corrosion hard to occur during interruption/storage of 
the fuel cell. For this reason, it is possible to prevent 
corrosion proceeding during interruption/storage and 
thereby suppressing increase in electrical resistance 

occurring at a surface of contact between the unit cell and the separator so as to cause 
increase in the electric output of the fuel cell. 
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